


McKenzie County Public School District #1 Families,

Since March and the school shutdown by the Governor, the pandemic has been a challenge for
the school district, families, and society in general.  Thank you to the students, staff, parents, and
community members who have helped us succeed in the challenges of distance learning; your
support of the education system and its employees is greatly appreciated.  The spring shutdown
was challenging, however, we are proud of the commitment of students, staff, and families to
meet the challenges and thankful the school district was able to celebrate our seniors’
accomplishments with a graduation ceremony in as traditional a manner as possible.

The challenge ahead is planning for what school will look like during the 2020-2021 school year.
The school district’s goal is to provide high quality educational opportunities for students in the
optimal delivery models for families and the success of all students.  This plan will attempt to
address health and safety challenges, while providing a flexible framework to guide our pandemic
response over the upcoming weeks and months.

The school district believes a return to an in-person delivery model is critical for student
education and to our families and their environments.  The school district also believes student
safety is a priority and the steps involved in this plan attempt to address concerns and promote
safety of students and families; as well as the community in general to control the spread of
COVID-19.

This plan presents extensive efforts to incorporate critical thinking, research, modeling, and work
by our educators, staff, and school board to develop a comprehensive plan.  This group reviewed
input gathered from our employees and families through our surveys and those views were
considered and often incorporated into the final plan.

We realize that while reviewing this plan, it may not address every question you have on health
and safety with our 2020-2021 restart.  We recognize some concepts and actions may be
polarizing, and there are strong opinions about what the school district should do or should not
do with its guidelines.  This plan is an effort to provide guidelines and options for as many families
as possible and acknowledge it may not meet every family's expectations entirely.

Thank you for your time reviewing this plan.  We encourage everyone to ask questions and
communicate their concerns as we move forward.  Together, our school district can provide
quality education to our children in a safe manner if we work together and adjust accordingly.

Respectfully,

Dr. Steven Holen Pam Ramage

Superintendent School Board President
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Assumptions and Assurances
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Health and Safety Guidelines
The district strives to provide a healthy and safe environment for all who occupy our schools. The following

guidelines are intended to provide a framework for the district’s response to COVID-19.

Despite taking every reasonable precaution, there is no guarantee that our school’s will be without risk as it

relates to COVID-19. The virus will be present on our buses, in our classrooms, and at our activities. In certain

situations, social distancing is not possible in a school setting. Our actions, as outlined in this plan, will not

prevent any student or staff member from being in contact with the virus.
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When to Stay Home

In accordance with NDDoH COVID-19 Exclusion Guidance (Appendix A), students that are showing
any of the following symptoms, they will be sent home or denied entry into the buildings:

● Fever (100.4˚F or higher) OR
● Two or more of the following symptoms: fatigue, headache, muscle/body aches, chills,

cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, congestion/runny nose, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, abdominal pain OR

● Loss of taste and/or smell

Parents/Guardians will be asked to monitor their student’s symptoms each day using the daily
health checklist before coming to school (Appendix B).

Students and staff who are ill should contact their health care provider for additional guidance.

Travel Restrictions
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Staff Protocols
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Protect Yourself and Others
Monitor your health daily

● Be alert for symptoms. Watch for a fever, cough, or shortness of breath.

● Parents are asked to screen their children each day before sending them to

school. Use the screening guidance provided (Appendix B).

● Staff and students who are sick should stay home.

Wash your hands often
● Wash with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing

your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

● If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer that contains at least

60% alcohol.

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

● Students are encouraged to wash their hands often throughout the day.

Avoid close contact
● Try to keep a 6-foot distance from others

● Modified common area spaces, modified classroom set-ups, and the use of

outdoor spaces may be considered

● Sharing of materials will be limited as much as possible

● Assigned seats in classrooms, common areas, and buses will be utilized

● Visitors to the building will be limited

Cover coughs and sneezes
● Always cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or the inside of your elbow

when you cough or sneeze.

● Throw tissues away and wash hands or use hand sanitizer after coughing or

sneezing.

Clean and disinfect
● School staff will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces.

● Shared materials will be cleaned.

● Classrooms will be cleaned nightly.

● Buses will be cleaned twice each day.

Resources
ND Department of Public Instruction

ND Department of Health

Center for Disease Control and Prevention
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Phases
The following phases will be used to define the community risk level associated with COVID-19 These phases
align with the color-coded guidance in the ND K-12 Smart Restart Plan.  Each level is reported to schools by the
NDDoH after rigorous testing and assessment of cases in the community.

The Governor, along with the Department of Health, will determine what color our district will
operate within.  School districts can not determine their own color.  The duration and transfer
from one color to another will NOT be a determination by the school district and will come from
the Governor at the time of this draft.  Local considerations regarding cases and COVID-19
spread will be made within each color phase in an attempt to consider local conditions within the
statewide determination of color coding.

Instructional Models

Traditional Learning
All instruction is delivered in-person with some building and group
modifications. Teachers and students maintain a normal daily schedule.
Safety precautions are implemented to enhance staff and student safety.

In Person
Please refer to the individual phases for specific details.
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Distance Learning
All instruction is provided off-campus through distance learning resources,
such as Wolves Academy.

Student Registration
During the registration process, the district will allow parents to select a distance learning option if they choose not
to utilize the in-person instructional model.  The school district recommends that if you choose the distance
learning option, you remain in that instructional model for 9 weeks. If you wish to change your instructional model
selection, a two-week notice is required.

Your
educational

choice is:

Face to
Face O

R
Wolves
Academy O

R

Home
Schooling

Learning Choices
Badlands Elementary, Fox Hills Elementary, and Watford City Middle School

2020-2021 School Year

Options Face to Face
Instruction

Distance Learning for
Face to Face Option

Wolves Academy -
Choosing to Learn from

Home

Home School -
Choosing to
provide your

own
instructional

model.

What to Know
About Each
Option:

*If you are looking for a
typical classroom experience
for your child, this is a good
option for you.  Here is what
this option provides:

*If your family chooses the face
to face option and the district
needs to provide instruction
remotely (quarantine, sick, ect.)
face to face students would be in
our distance learning plan.
Here is what this option
provides:

*If your family would like to
learn completely from home, this
is a good option for you. *This
option is for a commitment of
9 weeks minimum. Here is
what this option provides:

*If your family would
like to choose, pay
for and provide your
own instruction for a
curriculum from your
home, this is the
option for you.

What is provided
in each option?

1. Students would come to
the school building for
their instruction.

2. Students would have
access to breakfast &
lunch.

3. Students would be
assigned to a homeroom

1. Students would take their
technology device home.

2. Students would log in with
their teacher through
Google Meets to get
instruction in core content.
They would also go through
what the work for the day

1. Students would be enrolled
in a virtual curriculum.

2. Students would be taught
the same standards through
the virtual curriculum.

3. Students will have a teacher
from the school that would
support, monitor and

1. Parents have to
find and choose
their
curriculum.

2. Parents would
provide
instruction for
their children.
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teacher as they would in
a typical year.

4. Students would receive
core instruction from
their homeroom teachers
and specialists as they
would in a typical year.

5. Students would be taught
Google Classroom and
how to access work from
their Google Classrooms.

6. Students would be
graded based on
standards taught in the
core content areas.

that is within the Google
Classroom.

*Middle School students will
log in to Google Meet each
class period for attendance and
instruction.

3. Students would be
accountable to watch the
video lessons and complete
the assignments within the
Google Classroom.

4. Students would be graded
based on standards taught in
the core content areas.

provide instruction as
students needs arise
virtually.

4. Students would complete
all their learning online.

5. This offers you a
well-rounded, high quality
education with flexibility to
work at your own pace.

6. Students would be graded
based on standards taught
in the core content areas.

*This option is a commitment
of 9 weeks minimum.

3. Parents have the
choice of pace
and approach to
learning.

4. Parents
accommodate
special
situations.

District Provisions 1. District provides the
teacher.

2. District provides
instruction for all core
areas.

3. District provides the
technology.

4. District provides any
special services students
may need.

1. District provides the
teacher.

2. District provides instruction
for all core areas.

3. District provides the
technology.

4. District provides any
special services students
may need.

5. Students would have the
opportunity to pick up
breakfast and lunch.

1. District provides the
curriculum.

2. Core lessons are provided
virtually for the
curriculum.

3. District provides a teacher
to support virtual learning
needs.

4. District would provide
limited virtual special
services for student needs.

5. The Wolves Academy
Model will be reevaluated
each 9 weeks to make
necessary changes or
improvements.

1. Families
provide for all
components of
learning.

2. The district
does not
provide
services or
curriculum for
this choice.

Learning Choices
Watford City High School and Wolves Center Academy

2020-2021 School Year
Watford City High School Wolves Center Academy (Alternative

School)

Options Face to Face
Instruction

Distance Learning WCA Face to Face WCA Virtual
Academy

Home School -
Providing your

own instructional
model.
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What to
Know About
Each Option:

*If you are looking for a
typical classroom
experience for your child,
this is a good option for
you.  Here is what this
option provides:

*If your family chooses the
face to face option and the
district needs to provide
instruction remotely
(quarantine, sick, ect.) face
to face students would be in
our distance learning plan.
This option may also be
selected as your full time
choice.
Here is what this option
provides:

*This is a traditional
alternative school
setting. If you feel your
student would be better
in a smaller, more
controlled environment
this is a good option.
Here is what this option
provides:

*If your family would
like to learn completely
from home, without
rigid time constraints,
this is a good option for
you.  Here is what this
option provides:

*If your family would
like to choose, pay for
and provide your own
instruction for a
curriculum from your
home, this is the
option for you.

What is
provided in
each option?

1. Students would come
to the school building
for their instruction.

2. Students would have
access to breakfast &
lunch.

3. Students would be
assigned to a
homeroom teacher as
they would in a
typical year.

4. Students would
receive core
instruction from their
homeroom teachers
and specialists as they
would in a typical
year.

5. Students would be
taught Google
Classroom and how
to access work from
their Google
Classrooms.

6. Students would be
graded based on
standards taught in
the core content
areas.

1. Students would take
their technology device
home.

2. Students would log in
with their teacher
through Google Meets
to get explicit
instruction in core
content.  They would
also go through what
the work for the day
that is within the
Google Classroom.

3. Students would be
accountable to login
and participate in their
classes following the
same schedule as they
would in person.

4. Students would be
graded based on
standards taught in the
core content areas.

5. If this is your chosen
model, students must
stay home full time.
They will not be
allowed in the building
occasionally.

1. Students would
take 4 classes at a
time through a
virtual curriculum -
Edgenuity.

2. Once they finish
one course they
will be enrolled in
another.

3. Students would
need to attend face
to face for a normal
school day.

4. Students over the
age of 16 may elect
to do half days,
either AM or PM

5. Space is limited
and there is a
hierarchy for older
students that are
behind on credits.

1. Students would be
enrolled in a virtual
curriculum -
Edgenuity.

2. Students would be
taught the same
standards but
through the courses
provided by
Edgenuity.

3. Students would
have a teacher from
the school that
would support,
monitor and
provide instruction
as students needs
arise virtually.

4. Students would
complete all their
learning online.

5. Students would
need to complete a
once daily check-in
for attendance.

6. Students would be
graded based on
standards taught in
the core content
areas by Edgenuity
& the teacher.

1. Parents have to
find and choose
their  curriculum.

2. Parents would
provide
instruction for
their children.

3. Parents have the
choice of pace
and approach to
learning.

4. Parents
accommodate
special
situations.

Wolves Academy Distance Learning Option

McKenzie County Public School District #1 will offer parents the opportunity to enroll in a full time, virtual classroom for
those interested.  MCPSD #1 parents must enroll their child in the Wolves Academy option prior to Monday, August 17th
otherwise they will be enrolled in the face to face model of learning.  Students are recommended to stay in the Wolves
Academy for a nine week grading period.  If you would like to change your child’s model of learning, a 2 week notice is
needed to make the necessary adjustments to their learning plan.

This model will have specific protocols and procedures for staff, parents and students that will be re-evaluated every nine
weeks.
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Parent Expectations:
● Provide internet access for your child to access the distance learning platform.
● Provide a quiet study space for your child.
● Ensure your child engages daily in online learning activities.
● Parents should be aware that a limited number of courses may be available for their child.

Student Expectations:
● Attendance will be taken, expectations for distance learning will be SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED from what

occurred in the spring of 2020.
● Students must be aware they will be assessed and graded consistently with face-to-face instruction.
● Daily participation and engagement in all courses will be expected.

Staff Expectations:
● Attendance will be taken
● Provide high quality instruction in a distance format along with consistent protocols for all staff.
● Expectations and learning outcomes will be consistent with face-to-face instruction and grading.

Communication and Training

● All faculty and staff will be trained on the implementation of the Health and Safety Plan.
● All faculty, staff, and students will be trained on the appropriate use and wearing of masks. 
● The Health and Safety plan will be communicated with families through the school district website and

instant alert. 
● Educate students on the importance of avoiding touching their faces throughout the day and washing

their hands after touching their face.
● The school district will provide safe hygiene practices in the home through the school website and public

access channel.
● Training videos for parents will be provided on how to utilize tools for distance learning.
● Promote staying home when sick
● Ensure that parents and staff are following the sick day guidelines
● Provide education to parents and staff regarding when it is appropriate to stay home to prevent the

spread of disease
● Ensure school policies are supportive of students and staff staying home when sick and offer options for

people who are at risk of developing serious complications associated with COVID-19

Notifications for Families & Staff
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Our greatest priority is the safety of our students, staff and community members. The school district and local public
health department will collaborate during this time to notify close contacts.  Please be advised that if your student is
deemed a close contact and will need to be quarantined, school administration will notify the parents of the child.  A
close contact is defined as someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from
2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen collection) until the time
the person is isolated.  Refer to the document COVID-19 Close Contacts in Child Care/School Settings (Appendix C)
for further information regarding close contacts at each grade level. 

If there is a positive COVID-19 case in the school, the school district and the local public health department will collaborate
during this time. If your student is a close contact and will need to be quarantined, school administration  will notify  the
parents of the child.

If there is a positive COVID-19 Case here is the notification plan:
1. There will be a dashboard available for viewing on the MCPSD#1 website that will be updated every Friday. This

dashboard will show the current number of positive cases and number of close contacts in each of our buildings.
2. If you are a close contact, you will be contacted by School Administration and possibly by the Department of Public

Health.
A negative test will not allow a student to come back to school the next day.

Levels of Operation

The Governor, along with the Department of Health, will determine what color our district will
operate within.  School districts can not determine their own color.  The duration and transfer
from one color to another will NOT be a determination by the school district and will come from
the Governor at the time of this draft.  Local considerations regarding cases and COVID-19
spread will be made within each color phase in an attempt to consider local conditions within the
statewide determination of color coding.

School districts are required to utilize the phases outlined by the North Dakota Department of Health, North

Dakota Department of Public Instruction, and the Governor’s Office. The district has created guidelines that

correspond with each phase. To accommodate specific needs within the school district and building levels, the

district may opt to, as appropriate, implement health and safety measures in a higher tier. This may include school

closures. This will only be done after consultation with Upper Missouri District Health Unit and the impacted

building(s) COVID-19 Coordinator. Any change of phase would be immediately communicated to allow for

appropriate implementation.
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Blue/Green Phase

Priorities ● Ensure students and staff who are symptomatic stay at home.
● Implement reasonable accommodations to reduce school-wide and community spread.

Response plan for
COVID-19 positive
case or close contact

● The district will collaborate with local public health and health care providers to ensure
protocols and processes for isolation and quarantine are followed when a staff member,
student, or visitor is a positive COVID-19 case or a close contact.

● A designated school space will be utilized if a sick student is identified during the school
day.  A mask will be placed on the student if they are able to tolerate wearing one and
the student will remain in quarantine until the student can be picked up.

Districtwide
Practices

● Social distancing where possible and reasonable.
● Buildings routinely cleaned and disinfected according to CDC guidelines, with special

focus on high touch and high traffic areas.
● Handwashing integrated throughout the day.
● Hand sanitizer available throughout each building.
● Support and train parents and students on use of technology tools and online curricular

resources.
● Masks or facial coverings will be encouraged, but not required unless physical distancing

cannot be maintained.
● All programs will continue to be offered with modifications when necessary (recess,

breakfast, lunch, music, physical education).

Schools
● Protective measures will be implemented in office spaces.
● Some school events, field trips, assemblies and gatherings may be changed or cancelled.
● Access to campus may be limited to visitors unless authorized by administration.

Classrooms

● Students will be issued technology and trained on how to access online learning
resources including Google Classroom.

● Limited use of shared materials and supplies.
● Desks arranged to allow for cohort groups and social distancing where possible and

reasonable.
● Staff and students working in close proximity will be advised to wear a mask or face

covering.

Instructional
Practices

All Instruction
● As much as possible, instruction will resemble a typical school day.
● Student classrooms will be organized to allow for a minimum of 3 feet of social distancing.
● Students will be issued “technology” and trained on how to access online learning resources.
● Limited use of shared materials and supplies.
● Desks arranged to allow for smaller groups and social distancing where possible and

reasonable.
● Facial coverings are recommended but not required.
● Staff and students working in close proximity will be advised to wear a face covering.
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● Students will be graded as they would be in a typical year based on ND State Standards.
Elementary
Instruction
● Classes will be arranged in 2 similar groups within the grade level to avoid extra contact.
● Teachers will provide classroom instruction, as much as possible, like a typical day.
● Teachers will follow grade level pacing guides.
● WIN instruction will occur within the homeroom classrooms.
● Students will go to gym, music, lunch, recess, library, counseling as they would on a typical

school day.
● Interventionists will use tiered-instruction. Students will be supported within the

homeroom. Interventionists will pull-out as needed.
● Students will have a homeroom seating chart and line order arrangement.
● Students will learn how to access their Google Classrooms
● Students will learn how to utilize applications for face to face & distance learning - Clever,

RAZ Kids, Tumble Books, IXL, Picture Perfect and Eureka Math

Recess
● Students will go out to recess with their groups.
● Classrooms will be assigned different areas on the playground on a rotational basis.
● Students will use hand sanitizer after using recess equipment.

Middle School
● Instruction

○ Teachers will provide classroom instruction.
○ Teachers will provide instruction based on the ND State Standards.
○ Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions will be provided in reading and math.
○ Students will go to their physical education and elective classes.

● Students will have a seating chart in each class
● Students will have classes with their teams to limit contact.
● Teachers will provide a blended distance learning model
● Students will be in the classroom and logging in remotely via Google Meet simultaneously
● Teachers may record lessons to be viewed by all students later
● Students may be required to wear masks if social distance guidelines cannot be followed.

(ex. labs, projects, etc.)

Recess
● Students will have recess with their teams.
● Students will use hand sanitizer after using recess equipment.

High School
● Instruction
○ Teachers will provide classroom instruction.
○ Teachers will provide instruction based on the ND State Standards.
○ Students will go to their physical education and elective classes.
○ Students will have a seating chart in each class
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○ Teachers will provide a blended distance learning model
○ Students will be in the classroom and logging in remotely via Google Meet simultaneously
○ Teachers may record lessons to be viewed by all students later
○ Students may be required to wear masks if social distance guidelines cannot be followed.

(ex. labs, projects, etc.)

Special Education:
● Service delivery will include direct teaching from specialists.
● Contingency Plans (all IEPs) will be collaboratively developed based on all of the data

available to teams, and ensure that services are provided within the safety guidelines for
the district and building, as well as contractual obligations for providers.

● Pull out and itinerant services will be provided following protocols for cleaning and
social distancing.

● All options for a student’s least restrictive environment can be considered by teams.
● Data will be gathered according to a student’s IEP or Contingency Plan.
● Special Education parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual

meetings depending on safety protocols for the building in which they are held.
● Determination of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) will continue with current

practices.
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three year reevaluations will continue to follow current

evaluation procedure

504 Policy and Procedures:
The requirements of Section 504 will be followed to ensure all students have equal access to
study and learn in an environment free from discrimination.
● Current Child Find Processes will continue to be followed.
● Contingency plans may be created collaboratively to plan for potential Hybrid and Blended
Learning.

Transitions

All Schools
● Students will adhere to staying on the right side of the hallway
● Students will be allowed and encouraged to bring water bottles to limit contact at the water

fountain
● Student lockers will be separated as much as possible

Middle and High School
● Students will be allowed and encouraged to wear backpacks to limit contact in the locker

area.
● Students will be allowed to sign out during class using e-hallpass

○ We will set a limit of how many students are allowed out of the hallways at one time.

Restrooms

All Schools
● Limit the numbers of students within the restrooms.
● All students must wash hands after utilizing the restroom.

Middle and High School
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● Students will be allowed to sign out during class using E-hallpass
○ We will set a limit on the number of students allowed out at one time

● All students must wash hands after utilizing the restroom.

Arrival

Elementary School
● Doors may be assigned at the elementary level to ensure volume of students entering any

particular entrance is controlled and minimized.
● Students will go to their homerooms in the morning.
● Students will be supervised in their homerooms.
● Auxiliary staff will assist in the halls to manage student flow.

Middle and High School
○ Upon arrival, students will go to a designated location in the morning. The location will

remain the same each day.

Dismissal

Elementary School
● Students will be released through dismissal manager from their classrooms.

Middle & High School
● Students will be released by bus routes.
● Students who don’t ride a bus will have staggered dismissal times.

Common Areas

All Schools
● Students will adhere to staying on the right side of the hallway
● Students will be allowed and encouraged to bring water bottles to limit contact at the water

fountain
● Student lockers will be separated as much as possible

Middle and High School
● Students will be allowed and encouraged to wear backpacks to limit contact in the locker

area.
● Students will be allowed to sign out during class using e-hallpass

○ We will set a limit of how many students are allowed out of the hallways at one time.

Food Service

Breakfast
All Schools

○ Breakfast will have designated seating based on bus routes and parent drop off.

Lunch
*Lunch times may be longer to allow for additional cleaning.
All Schools

○ Students will have lunch in the cafeteria.
○ Seating charts will be made for lunch and serving lines to account for physical distancing.
○ Students will utilize a touchless system to enter lunch number

Middle and High School
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● We have increased the number of lunch periods in order to decrease the number of
students in the cafeteria.

Food Service Staff are encouraged to wear masks or facial coverings when preparing and serving
food.

Transportation

Bus
● Masks recommended as per the educational buildings.
● Assigned seats to assist with contact tracing.
● Students will have assigned seats based on family units.
● Buses will be cleaned twice each day.

Visitors

● Access to schools will be limited to visitors unless previously authorized by
administration.

● Visitors may come into the office area for assistance, but will not be allowed within the
rest of the building.

Activities

Activities
● Guidance and directives from the NDHSAA and other governing boards will be used to

guide these activities.
Transportation

● If possible, bus windows should be open.
● The wearing of masks on activity buses is strongly encouraged by all individuals on

board the bus.
● Individuals should socially distance to the maximum extent possible.
● Bus availability may be limited due school needs.  If so, bus trips/capacities may be

limited.
● Bus Rules:

○ Maintain same seats to/from destination
○ Load from back of bus first
○ Unload from front of bus first
○ Avoid touching seats on the way in/out of the bus

Locker Rooms

● Staggering of practice times is encouraged to alleviate having multiple teams in the
locker room at the same time.

● If an athlete does not need to use a locker room, they should remain out of the area.
● Locker room use should be limited to one team at a time.
● No loitering in locker rooms before or after practices

Cleaning/Sanitization

● General cleaning of athletic areas and equipment will be completed daily.
● Students are encouraged to have their own bottles of hand sanitizer for pre/post practice

Uniforms/Practice Gear

● Uniforms and practice gear must be taken home daily and washed.
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● Practice uniforms/pinnies should not be shared from one player to another unless they
have been washed.

● Athletes should make every effort possible to not use showers in the locker rooms and
should try and shower at home.

● Avoid the use of practice pinnies.
● Alternatively, assign a pinnie to an athlete to use for the entire season. That pinnie will

remain in that athlete’s possession for the season.
Water

● All athletes should have their own water bottles.
● Water bottles should not be shared from one player to another.
● Water bottles should be washed daily.
● No hydration stations will be used

Spectators/Fan Attendance

● Spectators are asked to socially distance to the maximum extent possible.
● Capacity limits in athletic venues will be limited to no more than 500 spectators or a

venue capacity of 75% of occupancy (ND SMART Restart).
● No loitering or gathering with players on the playing surface before/during/after games.

Spectators should maintain two empty seats between parties (ND SMART Restart).
● Booster gatherings/socials in school buildings will be prohibited before/after games.

Spectators must vacate the facility immediately upon completion of the game.

Concessions
● Guidelines for the RRC staff
● Concession menus will be limited to prepackaged items only.
● Concession stand workers are required to wear masks and gloves.
● Workers are encouraged to maintain social distancing to the maximum extent possible

and should be staffed to help maintain distancing.
● Waiting areas for patrons must be marked.
● Tables can seat no more than ten people and distance between tables needs to be

maintained

Practices

● Athletes should plan to arrive at locker rooms no sooner than needed to get dressed and
out to practice.

● Daily attendance logs for practices, contests and other gatherings are required.  Logs
must indicate groups that were in close contact

Athletic Training Rooms
● Athletic Trainer will wear face mask at all times
● Please call athletic trainer to evaluate an athlete instead of them coming to me
● All athletes should wear a facemask inside athletic training room
● Care will be provided on a one-to-one basis
● Appropriate medical facility cleaning will be completed

Tickets
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● It is highly recommended that patrons purchase activity passes, if possible, to limit
transactions

Meetings (Team/Parents)

● If in person meetings are necessary, social distancing should be maintained to the
maximum extent possible.

● Preseason meetings should have at least one parent present.
● Eliminate/modify team meetings.
● Use virtual methods when possible

Game Workers
● The wearing of masks is strongly encouraged by all individuals at the scorer’s table/press

box.
● Hand sanitizer will be provided at scorer’s tables and in the press box.

Hygiene and
Cleaning

● Students and staff will be encouraged to wear masks or facial coverings when physical
distancing cannot be maintained.

● Handwashing or the use of sanitizer will be required by all staff and students among
entering the building.

● Tissues will be readily available for students and staff.
● Handwashing or the use of sanitizer will be required upon entering classrooms.
● Handwashing will be required prior to lunch periods.
● All desks and chairs will be cleaned with disinfectant at the end of each day.
● All cafeteria tables will be cleaned with disinfectant at the end of each lunch period.
● School buildings will be cleaned each day, with special attention to high traffic and high

tough areas (door handles, light switches, restrooms, etc.).
● Students will be encouraged to use water bottles and avoid using water fountains.
● Clean with the cleaners typically used. Use all cleaning products according to the

directions on the label. For disinfection most common EPA-registered household
disinfectants should be effective. 

● Ensure that classrooms and other common areas have access to appropriate cleaning
supplies for cleaning of high-touch surfaces.

Physical
Distancing

● Students are split into cohorts whenever possible.
● Classroom sizes are minimized as much as possible.
● Physical distancing in the classroom will take place as much as possible.
● Cafeteria capacity will be reduced during lunch periods to maintain physical distancing.

o Lunch number will be scanned or a staff member will enter the  number for
students to eliminate contamination.

o All grab and go items will be placed on the lunch tray by staff to avoid cross
contamination with touching of items.

o Individual packages of condiments will be provided. 
o No salad bar items will be available. 

● Physical distancing in common areas (media center, gym, cafeteria, library) will be
maintained whenever possible.

● Outdoor spaces are encouraged to be used when weather permits.
● Recess equipment will be wiped down after each recess period.
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● When physical distancing cannot be maintained, students and staff may be asked to wear
masks or facial coverings.

Additional Safety
Measures

● Students are discouraged from sharing materials. Materials that must be shared will be
cleaned after each class.

● Visitors into the building will be limited unless it is essential they enter the building.
● Students will have assigned seats on busses, at lunch tables, and in each class that will be

strictly enforced to assist in contact tracing.
● Student lockers will be divided based on cohort and spaced out as much as possible.

o Backpacks will be utilized in the Middle and High School to avoid congregating
in locker areas.

● Provide visual cues such as tape on the floor to demonstrate safe physical spacing. 
● Maintain safe classroom spaces 

o Modify classes for desks to be arranged to allow for physical distancing where
reasonable and possible.

o When possible, hold physical education and music classes outside.
o Ensure classroom access to hand hygiene products (i.e. hand sanitizer, soap,

tissues, disinfectant wipes).
o Turn teachers’ desks to face in the same direction as students to reduce

transmission caused from virus-containing droplets.
● Administration and staff will

o Be encouraged to hold virtual meetings as much as possible, especially when
physical distancing cannot take place.

o Limit time in staff break room and physical distance on breaks.

Yellow Phase
The district will follow the NDDoH protocols and processes for isolation and quarantine when a staff member, student, or
visitor is sick or demonstrates a history of exposure and guidelines for when an isolated or quarantined staff member,
student, or visitor may return to school. The district will continue to implement proper hygiene practices and
sanitizing/disinfecting high touch areas.
In the yellow phase, additional precautions are being taken to allow school to remain open.

Priorities ● Ensure students and staff who are symptomatic stay at home.
● Maximize physical distancing cohort where possible.

Districtwide
Practices-

Dependant on the
phase of yellow
that we’re in.
Please refer to
the individual

phase for exact
details

● Based on identified COVID cases of students and staff, targeted closures may be
implemented (class, grade, department, etc). Other schools may remain open and meet
with students in person.

● Social distancing where possible and reasonable.
● Buildings routinely cleaned and disinfected according to CDC guidelines, with special

focus on high touch and high traffic areas.
● Handwashing integrated throughout the day.
● Hand sanitizer available throughout each building.
● Support and train parents on use of technology tools and online curricular resources.
● Implement technology support line.
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● Please reference phase levels of yellow for specific details.

Schools
Protective measures will be maintained in office spaces.
Some school events, field trips, assemblies and gatherings may be changed or cancelled.
Access to campus may be additionally limited to visitors, with new protocols.

Classrooms

Phase 1:
Instructional
Practices - 5 Days a
Week Face to Face

All Instruction
● Staff will be required to wear face masks during the work day
● Slight modifications to student transitions within the building may be considered and

moving teachers to classrooms versus students to classrooms for electives
● Additional consideration for sizes of groups or clusters for lunch and recess may be

considered at this phase as feasible
● Emphasis on healthy practices reinforced at all levels - sanitation practices and protocols

will be increased across all buildings and classrooms
● The use of masks will be reinforced and mandatory use considered in some situations

depending on grade level and situations of which social distancing is not feasible
● Custodial services will be increased in all buildings to address common areas and all

student instructional areas to provide a next level of sanitation from the green level - this
may include outside areas such as playgrounds.

● All other instructional practices will remain similar to Green with enhanced protocols and
provisions for health and safety as deemed necessary.

Special Education:
All safety precautions from the Blue/Green phase plus:

● Direct teaching from specialists may occur after the core instruction.
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and

location of service delivery, assessment, meeting, and evaluations through the
development of a contingency plan.

● Teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for
blended learning times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans.

● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact
with others to the greatest extent possible within building protocols.

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats.

504 Procedures & Policies:
All supports from the blue green phase plus the following.

● Child Find process and procedures will be followed
● 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will assist teachers in implementing the contingency

learning plans appropriate for the hybrid phase.
● Contingency plans can be revised as needed based on student performance and current

needs.

Phase 2:
Instructional
Practices - 5 Days a
Week Face to Face

All Instruction
Same as Green except for:

● Staff will be required to wear a mask or facial covering.
● K-5th Grades: masks or facial coverings will be recommended.
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● 6-12th Grades: masks or facial coverings will be required.
○ When outdoors, masks may be removed.
○ Mask breaks will take place throughout the day.

● On the distance learning day, the school will get an environmental cleaning.

Elementary
Same as Green except for:

● Recess will be held, but some equipment may not be used
● Gym and music teachers will push into classrooms for instruction.
● Interventionists will use tiered-instruction.  Instruction will service students within similar

homerooms.
Middle School
Same as Green except for:

● Recess will be held, but some equipment may not be used

High School
Same as Green

Special Education:
All safety precautions from the Blue/Green phase plus:

● Direct teaching from specialists may occur after the core instruction.
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and

location of service delivery, assessment, meeting, and evaluations through the
development of a contingency plan.

● Teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for
blended learning times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans.

● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact
with others to the greatest extent possible within building protocols.

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats.

504 Procedures & Policies:
All supports from the blue green phase plus the following.

● Child Find process and procedures will be followed
● 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will assist teachers in implementing the contingency

learning plans appropriate for the hybrid phase.
● Contingency plans can be revised as needed based on student performance and current

needs.

Phase 3:
Instructional
Practices - 5 Days a
Week Face to Face

All Instruction
Same as Green except for:

● Staff will be required to wear a mask or facial covering
● K-12th Grades: masks or facial coverings will be required

○ When outdoors, masks may be removed.
○ Mask breaks will take place throughout the day.

Elementary
Same as Green except for:

● Recess will be held, but some equipment may not be used
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● Gym and music teachers will push into classrooms for instruction.
● Interventionists will use tiered-instruction.  Instruction will be within the homeroom.

Interventionists will push-into classrooms.
Middle School
Same as Green except for:

● Recess will be held, but some equipment may not be used

High School
Same as Green

Special Education:
All safety precautions from the Blue/Green phase plus:

● Direct teaching from specialists may occur after the core instruction.
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and

location of service delivery, assessment, meeting, and evaluations through the
development of a contingency plan.

● Teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for
blended learning times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans.

● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact
with others to the greatest extent possible within building protocols.

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats.

504 Procedures & Policies:
All supports from the blue green phase plus the following.

● Child Find process and procedures will be followed
● 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will assist teachers in implementing the contingency

learning plans appropriate for the hybrid phase.
● Contingency plans can be revised as needed based on student performance and current

needs.

Transitions Same as Green

Restrooms

Same as Green Except:
Elementary

● Classrooms will utilize restrooms at assigned times.
● Individual students will sign in and out when utilizing restrooms on their own.

Arrival Same as Green

Dismissal Same as Green Except:
● Additional exits will be used to prevent students from gathering in large groups.

McKenzie County Public School District No. 1 24



Common Areas

● Schedules will be arranged to limit the mixing of cohorts in common areas.
● Arrival and dismissal procedures will be put in place to limit the congregation of students

in common areas.
● Additional lunch periods will be scheduled to reduce the number of students in the

cafeteria at one time.
● Recess will be held, but some equipment may not be used.

Food Service Same as Green

Transportation
● Masks are recommended at Phase #1, and may be required for Phases #2 and #3
● Students will have assigned seats based on family units.

Buses will be cleaned twice each day.

Activities

Guidance and directives from the NDHSAA and other governing boards will be used to
guide these activities.

Transportation
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Masks will be required for all individuals on board an activity bus.

Locker Rooms
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Locker rooms will only be available for teams that must store equipment other than
personal items at the school.  Individuals on these teams will be allowed into the locker
rooms to limit capacity.

Cleaning/Sanitization
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Cleaning of athletic areas and equipment will be completed intermittently during
practices.

● Practice equipment should not be shared from one practice session to another unless it has
been sanitized

Uniforms/Practice Gear
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Showers will be closed.

Water
● Follow the same guidelines as the blue/green phase

Spectators/Fan Attendance
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Capacity limits in athletic venues will be limited to no more than 250 spectators or a
venue capacity of 50% of occupancy (ND SMART Restart).

● Spectators must maintain two empty seats between parties with alternate rows between
spectators
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Concessions
Same as blue/green guidelines

Practices
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Staggering of practice times is mandatory.
● Group sizes will be limited or will be divided by grade level and/or team.

Athletic Training Rooms
Same as blue/green guidelines

Tickets
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Transactions will be limited to correct change only

Meetings (Team/Parents)
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● No meetings will be allowed in school facilities.

Game Workers
In addition to the blue/green guidelines:

● Masks will be required for all individuals at the scorer’s table/press box.

Hygiene and
Cleaning

● Handwashing or the use of sanitizer will be required by all staff and students among
entering the building.

● Tissues will be readily available for students and staff.
● Handwashing or the use of sanitizer will be required upon entering and exiting

classrooms.
● Handwashing will be required prior to and after lunch periods.
● All desks and chairs will be cleaned with disinfectant at the end of each class period.
● All cafeteria tables will be cleaned with disinfectant at the end of each lunch period.
● School buildings will be cleaned each day, with special attention to high traffic and high

touch areas (door handles, light switches, restrooms, etc.).
● Students will be encouraged to use water bottles and avoid using water fountains.

Physical
Distancing

● Students are split into cohorts.
● Classroom sizes are minimized as much as possible.
● Physical distancing in the classroom will take place as much as possible.
● Lunch periods will be based on cohorts to maintain physical distancing.

o Lunch number will be scanned or staff member will enter number for student to
eliminate contamination.

o All grab and go items will be placed on the lunch tray by staff to avoid cross
contamination with touching of items.

o Individual packages of condiments will be provided.
o No salad bar items available. 

● Physical distancing in common areas (media center, gym, cafeteria, library) will be
maintained whenever possible.

● Outdoor spaces are encouraged to be used when weather permits.
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Additional Safety
Measures

● Students are discouraged from sharing materials. Materials that must be shared will be
cleaned after each class.

● Visitors into the building will be prohibited unless it is essential they enter the building.
● Students will be assigned seats on busses, at lunch tables, and in each class that will be

strictly enforced to aid in contact tracing.
● Students will enter and exit the building through different doors based on bus route and/or

cohort.
● Transition times will be staggered to avoid locker congestion. 

o Backpacks will be utilized in the Middle and High School to avoid congregating
in locker areas.

● Cohort groups will avoid mixing as much as possible.
●  Administration and staff will

o Be encouraged to hold virtual meetings as much as possible, especially when
social distancing cannot take place.

o Limit time in staff break rooms and social distance on breaks.

Orange/Red Phase
Red Phase would consist of school buildings closed to all students and visitors.  The district could close a single school, a
cluster of schools or close all schools.  School employees would have access to the school building during the hours of
8am-4pm Monday-Friday.  Length of closure time would be dependent on coordination with local health officials.  Social
distancing, healthy hygiene, and staying home when sick would be continued practices.

Priorities ● Reduce the risk of community spread by closing schools.

Districtwide
Practices

● Online instruction will be used district wide in all courses at all grade levels.
● Instruction will focus on essential learning targets.
● Attendance and academic progress will be expected.
● Grading policies will not be suspended.
● Implement internet access (wifi) hot spots around schools, to support distance learning

for those that may not have it in their homes.

Schools
● Closed to the general public except by special arrangement with the district office.
● Small group meetings or instruction may be allowed, particularly for special needs

students or academic interventions.

Distance Learning

All Schools
● Students will receive standards-based instruction that is comprehensive, rigorous, and

differentiated.
● Instruction will include both regularly scheduled live meetings and self-paced activities.
● The building will be restricted to essential staff only and devices will be provided to

students if not already issued at their grade level.

Elementary
● All instruction goes through each homeroom Google Classroom.
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● Each classroom teacher is responsible for his/her own students.
● Lib/PE/Mus/Interventionist upload daily lessons into each classroom.

Food Service ● Students will have the option to pick up a lunch from school.

Activities

Guidance and directives from the NDHSAA and other governing boards will be used to
guide these activities.
Meetings

● Any meetings held for groups need to be held in a virtual format only if a school(s) is in
an orange or red phase

Additional
Measures

● Clear communication about academic expectations, attendance, and grading shared with
students and families.

● Share technology support resources for parents.
● Student/family support hot-line opened.

McKenzie County Public School District No. 1 28



Appendix A: COVID-19 Exclusion Guidance
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Appendix C: Guidance For Quarantine And Mask Use
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Appendix D: What’s the Difference Between Physical Distancing, Quarantine,
and Isolation?
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